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Unity Village to Host Public Event to Celebrate Unveiling of Kansas City’s Largest Fountain
September 9 event to commemorate completion of $3.1 million central courtyard restoration 

On Thursday, September 9, 2010, Unity Village will host the Unity Village Fountain Celebration, commemorating the unveiling of its beautiful new $3.1 million central courtyard fountain. All neighbors of Unity Village, fountain enthusiasts and the Kansas City community are invited to attend this historic event celebrating the generosity of thousands of donors and symbolizing the flow of abundance within each of us. 
The Unity Village Fountain Celebration will be held from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. on the central courtyard of Unity Village. Guests will enjoy live entertainment from Kansas City jazz legend Tim Whitmer, complimentary wine and hors d’oeuvres and a live concert from Broadway entertainer Rosena Hill and Unity of New York’s inspiring musical ensemble, Spiritus. 

The new central courtyard fountain will feature individual sprays that flow inward from both sides, representing the concept of individuals coming together in unity. Once completed, the main fountain--330 feet long and 33 feet wide--will be visible as a whole. Two additional reflecting pools--each just over 48 feet long--at either end of the central pool will add to the overall effect. 

This historical fountain is being restored to represent the original reflective pool designed by Rickert Fillmore, son of Unity founders Charles and Myrtle Fillmore, and constructed in 1953-1954. Rickert, an artist and architectural enthusiast, created the master plan for Unity Village and oversaw its construction from 1929 until his passing in 1965. Additional enhancements of the project include lighting throughout the courtyard and new walkways and plantings. These features collectively tie into the natural setting of the Unity Village campus and its Mediterranean-style architecture. 

For more information on how you can be part of this historic event, contact Mary Earls at 816-524-3550, ext. 5570.
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Fountain Facts:
· History of the Unity Village Central Courtyard Fountain

· Late 1940s: Long rectangular pool constructed. Originally called “Mirror Pool.”

· Fall of 1950: Bridge of Faith construction begins. Dedicated to the memory of Charles and Myrtle Fillmore on June 27, 1951.
· Winter of 1953: Fountain’s pre-cast concrete pieces poured and set in place. Fountain and pool to be used not only for aesthetic purposes, but also as integral part of the Unity Village air-conditioning system. 

· Other construction projects on campus at this time included the Administration Building.
· 1954:  Original central courtyard fountain project completed.
· May 25, 1956: official dedication of the central courtyard fountain. Fountain named “Golden Fountain.” 

· New Central Courtyard Fountain Unique Features

· Main Fountain Size: 330 feet long and 33 feet wide. This is longer than a football field, making it the largest fountain in the metro Kansas City area, over 3,000 square feet larger than the current largest fountain in KC, the Children’s Fountain in the Northland. (Source: Kansas City Fountain Foundation website.)
· Designer: Counsilman-Hunsaker, an aquatic design firm headquartered in Saint Louis, MO.
· General Contractor: David E. Ross Construction of Raytown, MO.
· Aesthetics: 

· For years the central courtyard fountains have been synonymous with summertime at the Village.

· Lavish sprays of water symbolized prosperity and the very flow of life and renewal. 

· Dedication of the new central courtyard fountain will bring this essence back to Unity Village and the Kansas City community. 

· New central courtyard fountain sits just feet from the beautiful Unity Village Rose Garden.
· Rickert Fillmore

· Son of Unity’s co-founders, Charles and Myrtle Fillmore

· Artist. Studied art and architecture in Europe. Influenced by Mediterranean Italian Renaissance architecture. 

· Designed the master plan for Unity Village and oversaw its construction from 1929 until his passing in 1965. Construction included the reflecting pool and original fountain. 
· Fountain designed not only for aesthetic purposes but for practical purpose as well. The fountain was an integral part of the Village air-conditioning system

· Acquainted with JC Nichols, Joyce Hall and Tomas Hart Benton. Fillmore was President of the Kansas City Art Institute and District Governor of Rotary 
· Weddings and blessings on the campus of Unity Village
· Thousands of weddings have taken place on the Unity Village campus because of the many diverse settings including fountains, arches and beautifully landscaped courtyards and gardens offering a wide array of picturesque locations. 

· Unity Village invites everyone who has been married on the campus to return for the Unity Village Fountain Celebration

Facts About Unity:

· Unity helps people of all faiths apply positive spiritual principles in their daily lives. The organization touches over one million people each year through a non-denominational prayer ministry called Silent Unity, publications such as Daily Word and Unity Magazine, and spiritual education classes and retreats. 
· Unity’s annual World Day of Prayer, a 24-hour prayer vigil to uplift persons across the globe, will also take place September 9. 
· The fountain unveiling was chosen to coincide with this initiative, which has offered affirmative prayer support to more than 15 million people since its inception 17 years ago.

· The 2010 World Day of Prayer theme, “Living in the Flow,” reminds us that the Divine is within us, ever-present and active. 

· Unity Village, the world headquarters of Unity, is located at M-350 Highway and Colbern Road (1901 NW Blue Parkway), near Lee’s Summit, Mo. For more information, visit www.unity.org.

